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Write a note to a friend, telling them how you felt at the end of a chapter you have read.  Explain how you 

think the author wanted you to feel.  How do you know this? 

Based on what you have read so far, write a letter to the author, telling them what you liked about the 

book and why. 

What do you think is the most important part of the story? Visualise it (you can draw a picture or diagram). 

Now explain what is happening and explain why you think it is the most important part. 
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Draw a quick picture of a character in the story. Write their name and everything else you know about 

them from reading the story. Can you include quotes to support  your ideas? 

From you non-fiction book complete a thought shower listing all the 5 most important facts in the text. Why 

did you select these? 

Draw a picture of where the story is taking place. Label it with words from the story that tell you about the 

setting. 

Draw an outline of a character. Write down all the different roles they play in the story inside the shape 

e.g. father, husband, friend, son… 
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 Write 5 questions that you could ask someone to find out if they have read this book carefully. 

Draw a story map to show what has happened in the story so far. 

Imagine that your book is being released with a new cover. Design the ‘blurb’ for the back cover that 

would summarise the story without giving away too much! Think about tempting your readers to try the 

book. 

Write a postcard from one of the characters to another character in the book, telling them what has ben 

happening (using your knowledge of the story). 

Draw a cartoon strip to tell the story in your own words. 
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Ring A Word’. From the text that you have read, highlight or circle any words that you found difficult to 

read or were unsure of the  meaning of. Make a list of them in your book to create a glossary and use a 

dictionary to identify the meanings. 

‘Read Aloud, Think Aloud’. As you read, use thought bubbles to record the strategies that you are using to 

understand the text and record any questions that you have about the meaning of what you have read. 

‘Talk To The Hand’. Raise questions based on the text that you have read, in order to improve your 
understanding. (Who, what, where, when, why and how) 
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Inference 

Use speech bubbles to show a conversation that two main characters from you book might have at an 

important part of the story.. 

Complete an emotions graph for a character in your book, recording the journey of their emotions throughout 

the story so far. 

Find examples from the text of when a character felt different emotions. 

Themes and 

conventions 

With your group look at a rand of different books provided by your teacher. Sort them into groups of your 

choices, such as: fiction, non-fiction, poetry etc. What name would you give to each group? Write the names 

of each group in your journal and list the titles underneath. 

Use the non-fiction book you have been studying. Write the title. Write down each of these features and put 

the page number(s) where you find them: index, contents, glossary, main heading, subtitle, picture and 

caption. Can you find these feature in your non-fiction book? List them and record the page number. 

Copy out a paragraph from your book. Make sure you include all the punctuation. Colour all the full stops 

red, commas in green, question marks in blue and exclamation marks in yellow.  Colour any speech marks 

in orange.  

Write about an experience or memory of your won that is similar to something that has happened in the 

book. Explain how they are similar.  

Look through the book and make a list of the adjective the author has used to describe each character. 
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Language 

for effect 

Identify all of the similes, metaphors and examples of alliteration in the chapter you have just read. 

List some of the words and phrases the author has used to create atmosphere. Why did you choose these? 
Can you use them in your own sentence?  

‘Magpie’ words and phrases that you think are effective. Collect them in your journal as a spider diagram. 

Word 

reading 

From the book that you read, identify the root words and affixes within some of the words that you have read 
e.g. the prefixes: in, un, dis, mis, re, inter, super, anti, auto and the suffixes: ation, ly, ous. 

Identify and make a list of all of the homophones in the text that you have read e.g. here/hear and meet/meat 

Make a list of alll the words you have read containing apostrophes. Decide if they are for contraction or 
possession.  If they are for possession, are they singular or plural?  
(It’s = contraction  The boy’s toys = singluar  Those boy’s toys = plural). 
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For further details on the full range of services available please contact us using the 

following details: 

 

Tel: 01962 874820 or email: hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk 

 

HIAS English Team 

The HIAS English team offer a wide range of high-quality services to support 

schools in improving outcomes for learner, including courses, bespoke 

consultancy and in-house training. 

 

For further details referring to English, please contact either of the team leads: 

Emma Tarrant: Emma.Tarrant@hants.gov.uk 

Victoria Flynn: Victoria.Flynn@hants.gov.uk  

mailto:Emma.Tarrant@hants.gov.uk
mailto:Victoria.Flynn@hants.gov.uk
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• Searchable course catalogue linked to the Learning Zone. 

• Course updates. 

• In-house training opportunities. 

• Online calendar of events. 

• Publications and online resources. 

• Bespoke consultancy services. 

 

Link: https://hias-totara.mylearningapp.com/  

HTLC professional learning moodle 

https://hias-totara.mylearningapp.com/
https://hias-totara.mylearningapp.com/
https://hias-totara.mylearningapp.com/
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Terms of license 
Moodle+ subscribers are licensed to access and use this resource and have agreed to pay the annual subscription fee. 

This authority starts when the fee is paid and ends when the subscription period expired unless it is renewed. This file is for 

personal or classroom use only. By using it, you agree that you will not copy or reproduce this file except for your own 

personal, non-commercial use. HIAS have the right to modify the terms of this agreement at any time; the modification will 

be effective immediately and shall replace all prior agreements.  

 
You are welcome to: 
• download this resource 

• save this resource on your computer 

• print as many copies as you would like to use in your school 

• amend this electronic resource so long as you acknowledge its source and do not share as your own work. 

 

You may not: 
• claim this resource as your own 

• sell or in any way profit from this resource 

• store or distribute this resource on any other website or another location where others are able to electronically retrieve it 

• email this resource to anyone outside your school or transmit it in any other fashion.  

Terms and conditions 


